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YOUNG AMERICANS FOR LIBERTY UNIVERSITY OF AL HSV ET AL V. MIKE BROCK E

47-CV-2021-900878.00

Notice Date: 2/14/2022 3:55:16 PM

[Filer: WOODALL WILLARD BRENT]

DEBRA KIZER

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK

MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA

100 NORTHSIDE SQUARE

HUNTSVILLE, AL, 35801

256-532-3390

MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA



 February 14, 2022 _

✔

✔

Circuit Madison 47-CV-2021-900878.00

Young Americans for Liberty at the University of Alabama in Huntsville and Joshua Greer

Finis St. John IV, Chancellor of the University of Alabama System; Darren Dawson, President of the
University of Alabama in Huntsville; Kristi Motter, Vice President for Student Affairs; Ronnie Hebert,
Dean of Students; Will Hall, Director of Charger Union and Conference Training Center; Juanita
Owen, Associate Director of Conferences and Events, in their official capacities.

Hon. Alison S. Austin

January 11, 2022 February 9, 2022

✔

✔

✔

W. Brent Woodall

THE WOODALL LAW FIRM, 121 South Court Street, Suite B

Florence AL 35630

(256) 349-2507

woodalltrialad@hushmail.com

/s/ W. Brent Woodall

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
2/14/2022 3:55 PM

47-CV-2021-900878.00
CIRCUIT COURT OF

MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA
DEBRA KIZER, CLERK
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✔

14th February 22

/s/ W. Brent Woodall
W. Brent Woodall on behalf of Joshua Greer

/s/ W. Brent Woodall
W. Brent Woodall

/s/ W. Brent Woodall
W. Brent Woodall

✔

✔

Kristen Lee Wofford, 4555 River Park Blvd. SE, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763

See attachment

See attachment  See attachment See attachment

14th February 22

/s/ W. Brent Woodall W. Brent Woodall
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CERTIFICATE OF FILING AND SERVICE 

I certify I have this date filed electronically with the clerk of the trial court the 

foregoing notice of appeal through the trial court’s electronic-filing system. I 

acknowledge that I must pay the $200 docket fee directly to the appropriate appellate 

court clerk within seven (7) days. An electronic copy of each of these items will be 

served by the trial court’s electronic-filing system on the clerk of the appellate court 

and the court reporter. A true copy of each of these items will be served by the clerk 

of the trial court on counsel for each appellee as follows: 

Jay M. Ezelle 
Cole R. Gresham  
Michael R. Lasserre  
Starnes Davis Florie LLP  
100 Brookwood Place, 7th Floor  
P. O. Box 598512  
Birmingham, AL 35259-8512  
jme@starneslaw.com  
crg@starneslaw.com  
mrl@starneslaw.com 

I further certify pursuant to Rules 3(d), 25(d), and 57(h)(5), Alabama Rules of 

Appellate Procedure, that I have this date served a copy of this Notice of Appeal on 

each party to the proceedings in the trial court by serving it through the AlaFile 

System on each party’s counsel of record: 

Name Method of Service Service Address 

Mike Brock Electronic (AlaFile) Jay M. Ezelle 
Cole R. Gresham  
Michael R. Lasserre  
Starnes Davis Florie LLP  
100 Brookwood Place, 7th 
Floor  
P. O. Box 598512  
Birmingham, AL 35259-8512  

DOCUMENT 109



2 
 

jme@starneslaw.com  
crg@starneslaw.com  
mrl@starneslaw.com 
 
Counsel for Defendants 
 

Karen Brooks Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 
  

John England Jr. Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 
  

Ronald Gray Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 
  

Barbara Humphrey Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 

Vanessa Leonard Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

W. Davis Malone III Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Evelyn Mauldin Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Harris Morrissette Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Scott Phelps Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

William Sexton Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

W. Stancil Starnes Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Marietta Urquhart Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Dr. Kenneth Vandervoort Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

James Wilson III Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Governor Kay Ivey Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Finis St. John IV Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Darren Dawson Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Kristi Motter Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Ronnie Hebert Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 

Will Hall Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  
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Juanita Owen Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  
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I.

II.

III. APPELLANT IS THE TRIAL COURT: IV. IS THIS A CROSS-APPEAL?

A. _____  
  
   
  

V. RELIEF AWARDED/REQUESTED:

  
   
  

 
  
  

  
   

  

   

B. _____  
C. _____

VI. TYPE OF JUDGMENT OR ORDER APPEALED. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 S

VII. IF THE CASE WENT TO TRIAL, HOW MANY DAYS DID THE TRIAL TAKE? ____________
FINALITY OF JUDGMENT:

Madison 47-CV-2021-900878.00 Hon. Alison S. Austin

Young Americans for Liberty at the University of Alabama in Huntsville and Joshua Greer

See attachment

Finis St. John IV, Chancellor of the University of Alabama System; Darren Dawson, President of the University of Alabama in Huntsville; Kristi Motter, Vice President for Student Affairs; Ronnie
Hebert, Dean of Students; Will Hall, Director of Charger Union and Conference Training Center; Juanita Owen, Associate Director of Conferences and Events, in their official capacities.

See attachment

✔ ✔

✔

✔

n/a

February 9 2022

✔

✔

01 20 2022 Rule 59(e) Motion to Alter, Amend, or Vacate 02 09 2022

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
2/14/2022 3:55 PM

47-CV-2021-900878.00
CIRCUIT COURT OF

MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA
DEBRA KIZER, CLERK
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_______________________________________________ __________________________________________ _____________________

XI. NATURE OF CASE ON APPEAL:

✔

✔

✔

✔

See attachment.

See attachment.

See attachment.

February 14, 2022 /s/ W. Brent Woodall

See attachment

See attachment  See attachment See attachment

February 14 22 /s/ W. Brent Woodall W. Brent Woodall
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I. COUNSEL FOR APPELLANTS 

 
W. Brent Woodall 
THE WOODALL LAW FIRM 
121 South Court Street, Suite B 
Florence, AL 35630 
(256) 349-2507 
woodalltrialad@hushmail.com 

Tyson C. Langhofer 
Michael R. Ross 
Mathew W. Hoffmann 
ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM 
ADF CENTER FOR ACADEMIC FREEDOM 
44180 Riverside Parkway 
Lansdowne, VA 20176 
tlanghofer@ADFlegal.org 
mross@ADFlegal.org 
mhoffmann@ADFlegal.org 

 

II. COUNSEL FOR APPELLEES 
 
Jay M. Ezelle 
Cole R. Gresham  
Michael R. Lasserre  
STARNES DAVIS FLORIE LLP  
100 Brookwood Place, 7th Floor  
P. O. Box 598512  
Birmingham, AL 35259-8512  
jme@starneslaw.com  
crg@starneslaw.com  
mrl@starneslaw.com 
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XII. APPELLATE REVIEW 

This case should not be transferred because it involves novel legal questions of 

significant statewide impact and presents substantial questions of state 

constitutional law. Ala. Code § 12-2-7(6)(a)–(b). This case is the first brought under 

the recently enacted Campus Free Speech Act, Ala. Code § 16-68-1, et seq. The Act 

prohibits public institutions of higher education statewide from adopting policies 

inconsistent with the Act’s speech-protecting provisions. Ala. Code § 16-68-3(a). Yet 

Defendant officials of the University of Alabama in Huntsville adopted a policy that 

violates the Act’s prohibitions against (1) speech zones, and (2) requiring permission 

before speaking in the outdoor areas of campus. Id. § 16-68-3(a)(3)–(4); Compl. ¶¶ 68, 

72, 86. Deciding this question will determine the scope of free-speech rights of current 

and future members of campus communities statewide and will affect university 

policies across the state.  

This Court has never decided how the Alabama Constitution’s free speech 

guarantee, Ala. Const. art. I, § 4, applies on university campuses. Plaintiffs argue 

that Alabama’s free speech protection has a broader application than the federal First 

Amendment. And, at the very least, significant textual differences between art. I, § 4 

and the federal First Amendment require this Court to determine the provision’s 

scope. This Court is the only court that can decide this question—affecting the free 

speech rights of current and future college students across the state—authoritatively.  

Defendants below argued that under Alabama Constitution art. XIV, § 264—

which grants the University of Alabama’s board of trustees “management and 

control” of the University—the Act is unconstitutional as to them. Disputes over the 

meaning of this provision extend back over a century. E.g., Stevens v. Thames, 86 So. 

77 (Ala. 1920); Ala. Educ. Ass’n v. Bd. of Trs. of Univ. of Ala., 374 So. 2d 258, 264 

(Ala. 1979) (Jones, J., dissenting). Defendants’ argument presents a substantial 

question of state constitutional law because it goes to the extent of control the 
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Alabama legislature can exert over the University of Alabama. The significance of 

the issue prompted the Attorney General to file an amicus brief supporting Plaintiffs 

on the section 264 argument. Doc. 78. Defendants have indicated that they will raise 

the argument on appeal, Doc. 99 at 2, thus presenting the question directly to this 

Court.   
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XIII. ISSUES 

(1) Did the circuit court correctly rule, on a motion to dismiss, that Defendants’ 

policy creating campus speech zones and requiring University permission before 

speaking in the outdoor areas of campus complies with prohibitions of those very 

activities in the Campus Free Speech Act, Ala. Code § 16-68-1 et seq.?  

(2) Did the circuit court correctly rule, on a motion to dismiss, that Defendants’ 

policy creating campus speech zones and requiring University permission before 

speaking in the outdoor areas of campus complies with the Alabama Constitution’s 

free speech guarantee, Ala. Const. art. I, § 4? 
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XIV. FACTS 

In 2019, the Alabama legislature passed the Campus Free Speech Act, Ala. 

Code § 16-68-1 et seq. The Act provides that students at public institutions of higher 

education are free “to engage in protected expressive activity in outdoor areas of the 

campus, and to spontaneously and contemporaneously assemble, speak, and 

distribute literature.” Id. § 16-68-3(a)(3). It also prohibits those institutions from 

“creat[ing] free speech zones or other designated outdoor areas of the campus in order 

to limit or prohibit protected expressive activities.” Id. § 16-68-3(a)(4).  

In June 2020, Defendants—officials at the University of Alabama in 

Huntsville—amended the University’s Use of Outdoor Areas of Campus Policy. 

Compl. ¶ 62. To speak in the “outdoor space under the control of [the University],” 

students must request permission three business days in advance. Id. ¶¶ 68, 72. The 

Policy excepts “spontaneous activities of expression” from the “advance approval” 

requirement. Id. ¶ 81. But the Policy narrowly defines “spontaneous activities of 

expression” as speech “generally prompted by news or affairs coming into public 

knowledge less than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the spontaneous expression.” Id. 

¶ 82. If students engage in “spontaneous activities of expression” without advance 

permission, they must do so within several “defined areas” on campus. Id. ¶ 86.  

Plaintiffs Joshua Greer, a student at the University, and Young Americans for 

Liberty at the University of Alabama in Huntsville brought claims under the Campus 

Free Speech Act and Alabama Constitution’s free speech guarantee, Ala. Const. art. 

I, § 4. Id. ¶¶ 14, 20. Plaintiffs desire to speak in the outdoor areas of campus 

spontaneously and without prior permission from the University, but they have 

refrained from doing so out of fear of punishment under Defendants’ Policy. Id. 

¶¶ 100–02, 105, 112. As a result, they seek an injunction against the above provisions 

of Defendants’ Policy and a declaratory judgment that the Policy violates the Act and 

Alabama Constitution. Id. Prayer for Relief.  
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Defendants moved to dismiss for failure to state a claim, and the circuit court 

granted the motion. Doc. 107. The circuit court dismissed “all” of Plaintiffs’ claims 

and ruled that Defendants’ Policy “complies” with the Act and Alabama Constitution. 

Id. at 1, 16.  
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CERTIFICATE OF FILING AND SERVICE 

I certify I have this date filed electronically with the clerk of the trial court the 

foregoing notice of appeal through the trial court’s electronic-filing system. I 

acknowledge that I must pay the $200 docket fee directly to the appropriate appellate 

court clerk within seven (7) days. An electronic copy of each of these items will be 

served by the trial court’s electronic-filing system on the clerk of the appellate court 

and the court reporter. A true copy of each of these items will be served by the clerk 

of the trial court on counsel for each appellee as follows: 

Jay M. Ezelle 
Cole R. Gresham  
Michael R. Lasserre  
Starnes Davis Florie LLP  
100 Brookwood Place, 7th Floor  
P. O. Box 598512  
Birmingham, AL 35259-8512  
jme@starneslaw.com  
crg@starneslaw.com  
mrl@starneslaw.com 

I further certify pursuant to Rules 3(d), 25(d), and 57(h)(5), Alabama Rules of 

Appellate Procedure, that I have this date served a copy of this Notice of Appeal on 

each party to the proceedings in the trial court by serving it through the AlaFile 

System on each party’s counsel of record: 

Name Method of Service Service Address 

Mike Brock Electronic (AlaFile) Jay M. Ezelle 
Cole R. Gresham  
Michael R. Lasserre  
Starnes Davis Florie LLP  
100 Brookwood Place, 7th 
Floor  
P. O. Box 598512  
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Birmingham, AL 35259-8512  
jme@starneslaw.com  
crg@starneslaw.com  
mrl@starneslaw.com 
 
Counsel for Defendants 
 

Karen Brooks Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 
  

John England Jr. Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 
  

Ronald Gray Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 
  

Barbara Humphrey Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 

Vanessa Leonard Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

W. Davis Malone III Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Evelyn Mauldin Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Harris Morrissette Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Scott Phelps Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

William Sexton Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

W. Stancil Starnes Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Marietta Urquhart Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Dr. Kenneth Vandervoort Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

James Wilson III Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Governor Kay Ivey Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Finis St. John IV Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Darren Dawson Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Kristi Motter Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  

Ronnie Hebert Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above 

Will Hall Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  
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Juanita Owen Electronic (AlaFile) Address same as above  
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State of Alabama 
Unified Judicial System 
 
Form ARAP-1A                   Rev. 8/91 

TRANSCRIPT PURCHASE ORDER 
OF APPELLANT – CIVIL 

(See Rules 10(b) and 11(a) of the Alabama Rules of Appellate Procedure) 

Appellate Case Number 
(To be filled in by appellate court) 

 

____________________________ 

 
APPELLANT 
 
 
v.     APPELLEE 
 
 

 
Civil Action Number Trial Judge 

 
Court Reporter County Date of Notice of Appeal 

 
 

PART I.  TO BE COMPLETED AND FILED WITH THE COURT REPORTER BY APPELLANT WITHIN 7 DAYS OF THE FILING OF THE   
 NOTICE OF APPEAL. 

A. Request is hereby made to the reporter for a transcript of the following proceedings (give particulars): 
NOTE: exhibits are included in the clerk’s record and need not be specified -  see Rule 10 (b)(1), A.R.App.p. 
□ Entire Transcript □ Oral Charges to the Jury 

□ Testimony of Plaintiff □ Objection to Oral Charge 

□ Testimony of Defendant □ Objection to Refused Requested Written  

□ Testimony of Witness __________________________ Charge(s), Numbers _____________________ 

□ Testimony of Witness __________________________  □ Others:_______________________________ 
NOTE: Unless the entire transcript is ordered, appellant must attach a statement of the issues to pages 4 and 5.  
 

B. I CERTIFY that I HAVE paid the Court Reporter the estimated cost of transcribing that part of the proceedings I have deemed necessary to 
         be included in the record. 

 
 _____________________________ __________________________________________________________          ______________________ 
 Date    Signature                Telephone Number 
 

 NOTE: Upon Completion of PART I, appellant should distribute pages as follows: 
 

* Pages 1, 2 and 3 – Court Reporter Page 4 – Trial Court  Pages 5 – Appellee  Pages 6 – Retained by appellant 
 
 

 
PART II.  TO BE COMPLETED BY COURT REPORTER ON SAME DATE TRANSCRIPT PURCHASE ORDER IS RECEIVED. 
 

A. Date Transcript Purchase Order Received  Estimated Completion Date 

 Estimated Number of Pages Estimated Cost 

  B.    I CERTIFY THAT □ I HAVE  □ I HAVE NOT (Check one) been paid the estimated cost of the transcript. 
 
       _________________________         _________________________________________       ___________________________ 
         Date                    Signature                            Telephone Number 
 NOTE:     Upon Completion of PART II, Court Reporter should distribute pages as follows: 
 

* 
Pages 1 and 2 –     Retained by the 
                              Court Reporter      

Pages 3  – Transmitted to the Appropriate Appellate Court on 
 Same Date Transcript Purchase Order is Received. 

 
 

 

PART III.     CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION OF REPORTER’S TRANSCRIPT 
      NOTE:  This is to be completed by court reporter on date of filling of transcript in trial court. On the day of completion, this certificate must                

be forwarded to the appropriate appellate court (page 2) and copies thereof shall be served on the clerk of the trial court and each of the parties. 
 I CERTIFY that I have this date completed and filled with the clerk of the trial court the original of a true and correct transcript of the             

evidence and matters designated by the parties.  All pages are numbered serially in the upper right corner of the pages, prefaced by an index,                
and ending with the  following number:_____________________ 

             I CERTIFY that photocopies of this certificate are this date being served on the clerk of the trial court and each of the parties, along with     
a copy of the index (with copies of the transcript as ordered). 

 
Dated this _______ day of __________________________ , _____________        __________________________________________________ 

                    Court Reporter 
NOTE:   Upon Completion of PART III, Court Reporter should distribute pages as follows: 
 

*    Pages 1 - Retained by the Court Reporter    Pages 2 – Transmitted to the Appropriate Appellate Court 
 
 

* Distribution Code: Page 1: White Page 2: Blue Page 3: Green Page 4: Canary Page 5: Pink Page 6: Goldenrod 

 
 

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
2/14/2022 3:55 PM

47-CV-2021-900878.00
CIRCUIT COURT OF

MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA
DEBRA KIZER, CLERK
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