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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 
Covenant Weddings LLC and  
Kristi Stokes,  
 
   Plaintiffs, 
 v. 
 
Cuyahoga County, 
  
   Defendant. 

Case No. 1:20-CV-01622 
 

Judge James S. Gwin 
 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGREED 
JUDGMENT ENTRY 

 
 

 

Defendant Cuyahoga County and Plaintiffs Covenant Weddings LLC and 

Kristi Stokes have resolved this matter in accordance with the terms of the proposed 

judgment entry filed concurrently with this notice. All parties have agreed to the 

proposed judgment entry. Plaintiffs respectfully ask this Court to accept and enter 

the proposed judgment entry and retain jurisdiction only for the purposes of enforcing 

its terms. 

 

Respectfully submitted this 23rd day of October, 2020. 

 
s/ Jonathan Scruggs 
Jonathan A. Scruggs 
AZ Bar No. 030505  
Alliance Defending Freedom 
15100 N. 90th Street 
Scottsdale, AZ  85260 
(480) 444-0020 
(480) 444-0028 (facsimile) 
jscruggs@ADFflegal.org 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
 
 

David A. Cortman  
GA Bar No. 188810 
Alliance Defending Freedom 
1000 Hurricane Shoals Rd. NE 
Ste. D-1100 
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
(770) 339-0774 
(770) 339-6744 (facsimile) 
dcortman@ADFlegal.org 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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Katherine L. Anderson 
AZ Bar No. 033104  
Alliance Defending Freedom 
15100 N. 90th Street 
Scottsdale, AZ  85260 
(480) 444-0020 
(480) 444-0028 (facsimile) 
kanderson@ADFlegal.org 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
 
Matthew J. Burkhart  
OH Bar No. 0068299 
Gallagher Kavinsky & Burkhart LPA 
8740 Orion Place, Suite 200 
Columbus, OH 43240-4063 
(614) 885-9022 
(614) 885-9024 (facsimile) 
mjb@gkb-law.com 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 

Johannes S. Widmalm-Delphonse 
MN Bar No. 396303 
Alliance Defending Freedom 
20116 Ashbrook Place, Suite 250 
Ashburn, VA 20147 
(571) 707-4655 
(571) 707-4656 (facsimile) 
jwidmalmdelphonse@ADFlegal.org 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on October 23, 2020, I electronically filed the foregoing 

with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system. I further certify that the 

foregoing notice will be sent to the Defendant via the Court’s CM/ECF system.  

 
 s/ Jonathan A. Scruggs 

Jonathan A. Scruggs 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 
Covenant Weddings LLC and  
Kristi Stokes,  
 
   Plaintiffs, 
 v. 
 
Cuyahoga County, 
  
   Defendant. 

Case No. 1:20-CV-01622 
 

Judge James S. Gwin 
 

AGREED JUDGMENT ENTRY 
 
 

 

Defendant Cuyahoga County and Plaintiffs Covenant Weddings LLC and 

Kristi Stokes have resolved this matter according to the terms below. This Court 

accepts the parties’ final resolution and enters the following Order: 

It is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED, and DECREED as follows: 

Defendant Cuyahoga County agrees not to enforce Cuyahoga County Code 

§ 1501.02(C) (“Accommodations Clause”) to compel Plaintiffs to offer officiating and 

writing services against their sincerely held religious beliefs for the following reasons: 

1. Neither Kristi Stokes nor Covenant Weddings LLC currently qualify as a 

“place of public accommodation,” as defined by Cuyahoga County Code 

§  1501.01(W), because they do not have a physical storefront from which they 

provide goods or services in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 

2. Even if Plaintiffs’ services could be considered a place of public accommodation, 

the Accommodations Clause does not mandate or force Kristi Stokes, or any 

other minister, to officiate or solemnize weddings against their sincerely held 

religious beliefs. 

Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG  Doc #: 22-1  Filed:  10/23/20  1 of 3.  PageID #: 625



2 
 

 

3. Even if Plaintiffs’ services could be considered a place of public accommodation, 

the “Accommodations Clause” does not mandate or force Kristi Stokes or 

Covenant Weddings LLC to author specific prayers, homilies, vows, or other 

writings that are inconsistent with their sincerely held religious beliefs. 

4. Each party shall bear their own costs, including their attorneys’ fees. 

5. This Court retains jurisdiction of this case solely to enforce the terms of this 

order. 
 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 
 

Dated:       ______________________________ 
JAMES S. GWIN 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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WE HEREBY CONSENT TO THE FORM AND ENTRY OF THE ABOVE ORDER: 
 

s/ Jonathan Scruggs 
Jonathan A. Scruggs 
AZ Bar No. 030505  
Alliance Defending Freedom 
15100 N. 90th Street 
Scottsdale, AZ  85260 
(480) 444-0020 
(480) 444-0028 (facsimile) 
jscruggs@ADFflegal.org 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
 

s/ Brendan Healy 
Brendan D. Healy 
OH Bar No. 0081225 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor 
The Justice Center, Courts Tower 
1200 Ontario Street, 8th Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
(216) 698-6447  
(216) 443-7602 (facsimile) 
bhealy@prosecutor.cuyahogacounty.us 
Attorney for Defendant 
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